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tinctiveness of the Jews, or are rooted in it, and they
draw their present force from the religious current in
the collective life of the Jews. Religion is central, or
basic, in their collective life* But as a community they
differ from other religious communities by a stronger
sense of unity, and by the attachment to a history
composed of varied elements.

Our conclusion has to be that the Jews do not fit
completely into any one of the three normal classi-
fications for organic human groups. They are not a
race in the sense that the Chinese are a race: they lack
common racial qualities. On the contrary, they have
among them almost as much racial diversity as the
human race itself. Yet they have a sense of unity,
produced by their history and their circumstances,
that resembles somewhat that of racial kinship*
They are not a nation, they have none of the institu-
tions, nor that common national loyalty, which con-
stitute a nationality. On the contrary, in the matters
comprised in nationality they are as diverse as the
nations of the world Yet Jewish history includes a
period when the Jews were a kind of nation. True,
it was a period in remote antiquity when nationality
meant something considerably different from what it
means now; but it has left memories that have a
national tinge*